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Dear Geneva School Community:

The purpose for this letter is to put into your hands the school’s plans for reopening on August 12. Thank you for 
your patience!

You will see that in addition to in-person learning this fall, we will also provide a remote learning option for those for 
whom in-person learning is not currently possible. You will also see a statement that this plan is based on current 
conditions in our area and is likely to change as these conditions change, hopefully for the better. Private schools like 
Geneva have the ability to act quickly to changing conditions. We are also blessed with smaller class sizes, making 
physical distancing in the classrooms and on our campuses possible.

Next week, I will send a follow-up email that will include a link to a survey. The survey will gauge the interest 
within our community for in-person learning or remote learning. The results will help school leadership and 
faculty as we continue to refine the plan for reopening.

Many have told me over the last week how anxious and excited you are for your children to get back to in-person 
learning. It has been a long four months since schools went virtual. Others have shared concerns about being back 
on campus right now. We hope that the reopening plan provides a solution for both.  

No plan of this nature is complete or perfect. And, no activity or program that we provide is without risk, even in the 
best of times. As the Headmaster on whom the responsibility for the plan rests, I take great comfort in knowing that 
it will be carried out by capable women and men who love and care deeply for our children.  More importantly, we 
can all take great comfort in knowing that our Heavenly Father loves and cares for our children more than we ever 
could.

Geneva is a special place. The classical and Christian approach sets us apart and provides our children an 
education and experience that will inform them for the rest of their lives. We are also a community of people raising 
our children together and caring for one another. As such, I will conclude by reminding us of a program that was 
announced in June by departing Headmaster Bob Ingram:

First Responders - A Financial Bridge: It is readily apparent that members of our Geneva family have suffered 
financial hardship during the last number of months, and this hardship could continue through the fall. Over and 
above our financial aid for families, we have created a bridge fund called the “First Responders Fund.” This fund will 
provide temporary assistance over and above that which is provided through financial aid. Our intent is to ensure 
that all who are currently enrolled will be able to attend classes this fall.

Please let me know if you would like more information about the school’s First Responders Fund.

Sincerely,

Brad Ryden



This document is intended to provide an overview of the school’s plan for reopening our campuses next month. 
While it contains details related to in-person learning versus remote learning as well as important information 
regarding face coverings and school routines, it should not be construed as a complete or final plan. Also, it 
should be understood that this plan is subject to change as the conditions in Central Florida change. 

This plan assumes that the conditions we currently face (i.e., daily reports of high numbers of confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 in Central Florida; continuation of Seminole County’s Executive Order from June 29 related to social 
distancing and face coverings) will hold true when school starts on August 12. In other words, this is the plan the 
school would follow if we were starting school today. As COVID-19 related conditions in our area improve, then 
we will be able to relax some of the more onerous requirements. 

As mentioned last week, TGS will reopen our campuses to in-person learning next month. We celebrate with 
many of you the opportunity to be together and welcome your students back to the classrooms!  

That said, we know that for some of you, returning to in-person learning right now is not an option. We also 
know that some may start the school year with in-person learning but have to go to remote learning due to 
COVID-19. Therefore, we will be providing a remote-learning option this school year for those who need it.  

The following provides important information about in-person learning and remote learning. This plan does not 
include information about athletics at either campus. Information about athletics will come out after the Florida 
High School Athletic Association (FHSAA) has announced its plan for the fall, expected by the end of this month.

RE-OPENING CAMPUS OPTIONS: IN-PERSON LEARNING OR REMOTE LEARNING

1

Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 
for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness.  James 1:2-3



In-person learning this fall will look and feel like a regular school year but with some important modifications. 
Students will be in school uniforms and instructed in their classrooms by our teachers, and they will enjoy being 
with their classmates. Teachers will instruct students in person, follow a daily schedule that takes into account 
the age and maturation of their students, and enjoy the blessing that comes with teaching and discipling others. 
In these and many other ways, school will feel very similar to how it has in the past.

Reopening our classrooms during a pandemic requires modifications. These are temporary modifications that 
can be adjusted as the daily reports improve or go away once a vaccine is readily available. Either way, they 
should be understood as temporary measures.  

Key health-related principles that inform this plan are:

 1. Distancing—The virus that causes COVID-19 is spread through people being in close proximity to 
         one  another. To minimize the risk of spread, students and employees will be required to maintain 
         physical distancing (at least 6 feet of separation) whenever possible.

 2.  Covering—The main means of transmission of the virus is through respiratory droplets. The best 
          way to minimize the risk of coming in contact with such droplets is with face coverings.

 3.  Cleaning—While not the main means of transmission, droplets can be found on surfaces such 
          as desks or on hands after coughing or sneezing. The best ways to minimize risk are to regularly 
                         wash hands and to clean commonly touched surfaces or objects.

IN-PERSON LEARNING
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But they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount 
up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; 
they shall walk and not faint.  Isaiah 40:31



Daily Schedules & Routines

 • Lunch/Recess—At the lower school (LS), lunch and recess groupings will be by grade level. This may 
        require on occasion some classes eating their lunch in their classrooms. At the upper school (US), 
                       students will be encouraged to spread out in the building or on the school grounds in order to 
                       achieve physical distancing. Students waiting in lines for their food will be spaced apart.  

 • Large Gatherings—For now, large gatherings on both campuses will be limited to no more 
        than 50 individuals.

 • Field Trips/Overnight Trips—All overnight trips planned for the first quarter will be postponed and 
        we will attempt to reschedule those later in the school year. Daytime activities may still take place as 
        long as physical distancing can be followed.  However, transporting large groups of students by   
                       bus will not be allowed. Transporting small groups such as those students who ride the shuttle 
                       between campuses can still take place on the bus as long as the riders are able to be distanced.

 • Student Desks/Tables—Desks and commonly touched surfaces in the classrooms, restrooms, and 
        hallways will be regularly sprayed and wiped with a hydrogen peroxide cleaning solution throughout 
                       the day. Students at the LS will be assigned a desk or table seat and use it exclusively each day. 
        Students at the US will be paired with a classmate and share a table with that classmate for all 
                       classes they have in common that day. In grade levels where students move from class to class,  
                       desks and chairs will be sprayed between classes. Student desks and tables will be moved as far 
                       apart as possible in order to provide distancing.  

Face Coverings (these guidelines will apply to the school day as well as after-school care)

 • K4–3rd—Students in K4 through 3rd grade will not be required to wear face coverings at school.   
        Face coverings for this group of students will be optional. Faculty and staff will honor the request of  
                       those  parents who desire their child to wear a face covering for part or all of the day. NOTE: This is 
                       in line with Seminole County’s current declaration.  

 • 4th–12th—Students in 4th grade and above will be required to wear a face covering when entering 
        or exiting the school buildings and classrooms as well as when walking in the hallways or using the 
        restrooms. Once these students are at their desks or table seats, they will be allowed to remove 
                       their face coverings and keep them off as long as they remain distanced from classmates or the 
        teacher. The face covering will have to be put back on at the end of class or when distancing is not 
        possible.  Our staff understands the importance of encouraging our students to follow the  
                       CDC recommendations for proper handling of face coverings.  

 • Employees—All school employees will be required to wear a face covering when they are on 
        campus and unable to maintain physical distancing. Exceptions to this will be provided to teachers  
                       when instructing their students from the front of the classroom as well as those teachers who work 
        with students in K4 through 2nd grade. Clear face shields will be provided to teachers for whom 
        removing the face covering presents a health concern.

 • Parents/Visitors—All parents and visitors to the school will be required to wear a face covering  
        when physical distancing is not possible.  

IN-PERSON LEARNING
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Communication

 • Positive Test in Student or Employee—If we become aware that a student or staff member has 
        tested positive, we will contact the Seminole County Department of Health for guidance regarding 
                       who needs to be excluded from school. A student or employee who tests positive may return to    
                       school once they meet ALL of these criteria: 10 days have passed since symptoms first appeared  
                       AND the individual is free of fever for 72 hours (3 full days) without the use of fever-reducing 
                       medication AND other symptoms have improved. If a student or employee tests positive for  
                       COVID-19 but has not shown any symptoms, they must still stay home (isolate) for 10 days after the 
                       testing date to prevent transmission. The school nurses will be in communication with the family or 
                       employee to make sure all of the criteria have been met before the individual can return to school.

 • Positive Test in Home—In the event that a family member of a student or employee tests positive, 
                      the student or employee is required to quarantine at home for 14 days, starting with the last day of 
                      contact with the infected individual. Where contact with the infected individual is unavoidable 
       (because, for example, they live in the same house), the 14 days of quarantine begins when the 
                      infected individual has met the criteria for ending home isolation.

 • School Nurses—The school nurses at both campuses will serve as the point people for parents with 
                       questions or concerns about the health protocols on the campuses. They will take temperatures of 
                       those who need it or for whom they have a concern but will not be conducting temperature checks  
                       of all students. The school nurses will also contact parents if their child is feeling ill, coughing, or 
                       running a fever. Students who are showing signs of possibly having COVID-19 will rest in a room 
                       that is carefully monitored by the nurse but is completely separate from the other students and 
                       staff and remain there until a parent arrives to take the child home. At the LS campus, this separate 
                       isolation area is being added to the nurse’s station. At the US campus, the conference room next to 
                       the receptionist will serve as the isolation area.  

 REMINDER—Students should not come to school if they are feeling ill, coughing or sneezing, or have a 
 fever.  

It is worth repeating here that these are temporary measures and are based on the current level of spread in our 
area as well as requirements from county officials. As conditions improve in our area, the school will adjust the 
measures and inform the community.

IN-PERSON LEARNING
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For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, 
that through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures 
we might have hope.  Romans 15:4
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Remote learning is being provided for those who need it, either for a few days or for the entire year. Remote 
learning this school year will look different from the program that was followed last spring. This year, students 
who are learning remotely will follow a modified version of the regular school day schedule being followed by 
students learning in person. Essential or core classes (maths, sciences, language arts, Bible, history, Latin, etc.) 
will be live streamed from the classroom. Other classes such as the arts or electives may be added as the year 
progresses. Students in high school who need remote learning for an extended period this year may need to 
change their electives to ones that are live streamed in order to meet graduation requirements.

A schedule will be posted for the live streams that remote learning students are expected to watch. The live 
stream will be focused on the teacher instructing from the front of the classroom. Students learning remotely 
will be expected to watch the instruction part but not the entirety of the class time. The school is not expecting 
students to stare at their screens continuously throughout the day. When students in the class are working on 
assignments, taking a break, or at lunch and recess, the student who is learning remotely will be encouraged to 
do the same, away from the screen. Also, since live streams will be recorded, students who miss a class will have 
access to the recording.

Assignments and papers will be uploaded into each class’s Google Classroom. Assignments and links to 
recordings will be available on the Google Classroom associated with each class a student is taking. Hard copies 
will be provided by the school for those who need them. Teachers will schedule regular (but not daily) Zoom calls 
for those in their class learning remotely and will also be available by email or phone call.

While remote learning and in-person learning will be synchronous, remote learning will not cover as many 
classes as will be covered through in-person learning, especially in the US. We believe this approach should 
address some of the concerns that were expressed in the surveys that were conducted in May. By following the 
normal pace and workload of the in-person schooling, the workload for those learning remotely should be more 
manageable. This approach will also allow students who begin the year learning in person to move to remote 
learning if the need arises.  

Some schools are offering a hybrid approach in which some classes are being taught remotely and others are 
in person. The TGS plan is one in which students will either learn in person or remotely each day but not both. 
In other words, students may not learn remotely in the morning and then come to school for in-person classes 
in the afternoon. That said, students who miss an in-person class that is live streamed will now have access to a 
recording of the lecture and the assignment on the class’s Google Classroom.  

In-Person Learning Remote Learning

Who Is It For? Students and parents who are 
comfortable with being back on campus 
and mixing with others (with safety 
protocols as needed)

Students and parents who have concerns 
about exposure (even with safety 
protocols) or who have underlying health 
issues that require isolation

What Is Covered? The full course load and normal schedule 
will be followed

A modified load that focuses on the 
essential or core courses

REMOTE LEARNING


