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We celebrate each day that God gives 

us as well as each day that we have to 

teach and care for our students, whether 

physically present or from a distance.

Fall sports are underway.  I love the buzz on 

our campuses created by students who are 

training and competing. Most years, the 

start of fall sports would be fairly benign. Of course, this 

year is not like most years. This year, we felt an eager 

anticipation, excitement, and concern with the start of 

the school year and again with the start of sports. This is 

understandable. The school year began after six months 

away from the classroom and an equally long time away 

from competing for the school.

A central tenet of the Christian faith is that God took on 

flesh in order to dwell (physically) with mankind. The 

last six months have reminded me of the importance 

of physically being with others. Being deprived of time 

together with friends, co-workers, and students has 

driven the point home.  And so I know I join my fellow 

Geneva employees in celebrating each school day that 
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we have had so far this school year. COVID has brought 

a fresh perspective, reminding us of the blessing it is to 

teach and lead students.

Another central tenet of the faith is that God took on 

flesh to dwell with mankind in order to begin reversing 

the devastation caused by sin. That process began with 

Christ’s death and resurrection and continues to this day. 

We eagerly await the day when it comes to completion. 

In the meantime, we celebrate each day that God gives us 

as well as each day that we have to teach and care for our 

students, whether physically present or from a distance.

Brad Ryden
Head of School
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Head of School Brad Ryden and 
Heidi Heinsch during morning carpool
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How long have you been at 
Geneva and what brought you 
here?

This is my sixteenth year at Geneva. I 
can’t believe it! We moved from Hudson, 
WI, where my husband was a church 
planter/pastor for twenty years. Gregg 
was asked to start another church and 
also help launch a global church planting 
initiative. We came from an amazing 
church that even put a transition team 
together for us. The team helped us 
in many ways. One of those ways was 
finding a school for two of our three 
children—as our oldest son was already 
a freshman in college in California. That 
transition team did the research and 
recommended Geneva to us—much 
like the process many of our new 
families go through. We moved at the 
end of January 2005 in the middle of a 
snowstorm! Our two students jumped 
right into the middle of a school year. I 
interviewed for a kindergarten position 
and began teaching at Geneva that fall. 
In 2010, I transitioned from teaching 
into the role of director of lower school 
K4–2nd grade. 

What did you do before you 
started working at Geneva?

Right after college graduation and our 
wedding, I taught school (kindergarten 
and first grade) in Minnesota. I also 
helped Gregg as he was interning as a 
youth pastor at a church in downtown 
Minneapolis, MN, during his seminary 
years. During his last year of seminary, 
we moved to Hudson, WI, to plant a 

church. I continued teaching until our 
oldest son, Luke, was born in 1985 
(doesn’t that sound like a LONG time 
ago?). I have always had a heart for 
children. It was a privilege and joy of my 
life to be able to be home for the next 
thirteen years to raise our three kids and 
become immersed in our growing church 
and its various ministries. When our 
youngest son, Taylor, started first grade, 
I returned to the classroom, teaching 
various grade levels in the public school 
(kindergarten through third grade) for 
several years until we moved to Florida. 

Tell us about your family. You 
have three grandchildren at 
Geneva. What is that like for 
you?

Gregg and I have been married for thirty-
nine years. We met at the end of eighth 
grade when he was running for student 
council president. I had a mad crush on 
him from the start! Our three children 
are grown and married. Currently we 
have seven grandchildren, but we know 
that number will continue to grow!

Our son Taylor (2010 Geneva graduate) 
is finishing up his seminary degree and 
lives in Celebration with his wife, Carly, 
and their one-year-old daughter, Brynlee. 
Our daughter, Leah (2006 Geneva 
graduate), her husband, Ryan, and their 
two young daughters live in West Asia 
as missionaries. We are thrilled they 
are able to come home for Christmas 
this year! Our oldest son, Luke, and 
his wife, Traci, have four children. Luke 
is the worship pastor at our church in 

Celebration and has led worship at The 
Geneva School’s rhetoric retreats for 
the past several years. Their daughter 
Piper is in third grade and has been 
attending Geneva for two years, Cannon 
is in first grade, and Claire just started 
kindergarten. They have a little two-year-
old brother at home named Bode. Each 
morning at 6 am, I pick them up to make 
our long trek to Geneva. How sweet is 
that? I am able to hear first-hand all they 
are learning in their classes and how 
much excitement it brings to them. My 
heart could not be any happier than to 
have them experiencing all that Geneva 
has to offer. The youngest one recently 
told her mom that going to Geneva is 
better than going to Disney World—
and we live less than ten minutes from 
Disney! 

What are your favorite things 
about your job? What gets 
you excited each morning?

In a word, people. Geneva is filled with 
so many committed and loving servants 
who enrich my own life and help 
advance the mission we share: 

My fellow colleagues make my job a 
joyful part of my life. They are always 
ready with an encouraging word, a 
reassuring smile, or eagerness to give 
of themselves in countless, often 
unnoticed, acts of service. Just as Jesus 
taught us: The greatest ones are the 
servants. Geneva is full of them.  

The children inspire and challenge me 
every day with their love of learning 
and observable growth—physically, 

Introducing

Heidi Heinsch
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intellectually, and spiritually. I never 
tire of the wonder they express at the 
discovery of something new in God’s 
world. Like all of us, they are very much 
in process and sometimes in need of 
correction. But even when discipline is 
necessary, it fosters new opportunities 
for growth. I absolutely love the unique 
privilege we have to speak into their 
lives and help shepherd them.

On a less personal level, I am convinced 
of the philosophy behind our curriculum 
at Geneva—its intentionality and 
integration. Each day, I know that these 
children are experiencing an education 
that not only engages their minds but 
transforms their lives. Very few causes 
in life make the kind of difference our 
investment in Geneva makes in the 
future of our students. It’s the appeal of 
this vision that keeps me motivated and 
fulfilled.

Last year, your teachers 
and students moved from 
another facility to the SR 436 
campus. How has the change 
been for your program?

Within a few years of moving to the 
SR 436 campus in 2003, where the 
whole school (K4–12th grade) was 
together, significant growth meant a 
move down the road to a rented facility 
for the younger students in K4–1st 
grade. During the Christmas break of 
2007, many parents, staff, and faculty 
members came together to paint and 
remodel the rented facility to make it 
a welcoming and comfortable place 
for our youngest students. It displayed 
once again the way our school always 
pulls together when a need is present. 
The early childhood staff loved our 
little place on Grand Avenue—the early 
childhood campus—and share many 
fond memories. Some of the current 
senior class were in my kindergarten 
class on that campus in 2008–2009. 

The SR 436 campus was remodeled as 
the lower school campus during the 
summer of 2019 at the same time as 
the finishing touches were being made 
to the brand new upper school campus. 
It was a big undertaking for the entire 
school community. Leaving the early 
childhood campus and moving back 
to the “mother ship” has been like a 
homecoming. We are happy to be back 

with the rest of the grammar school 
and have been reimagining ways to 
grow in community together. Pairing 
up our sixth graders as book buddies 
with our first grade students, gathering 
together as an entire school to start 
our days worshiping together, cheering 
each other on at different events and 
plays, and playing together at recess 
(before COVID) has helped nurture these 
growing relationships. Moving back 
provided even more opportunity for 
growth as we have seen in our current 
kindergarten classes—for the first time 
in Geneva history, we added a fourth 
section to kindergarten this year! We are 
excited for what is ahead for these fifty-
five students!

What do you look forward to 
the most in the post-COVID 
days?

Doing life together as God designed it to 
be—in authentic community … face-to-
face with no masks; all students learning 
through regular field trips, plays, crowds 
of families and friends at events, and 
most of all—hugging people! We have a 
glorious future of growth ahead!



9

T H O U G H T F U L  -  C O M M I T T E D  -  C O M M U N I T Y



10

 all it in‘sand’ity! But I’m obsessed by sand! Well,             
maybe the word obsessed is too strong, but I have 
come to love and appreciate the wonders of the 

sands of the earth. It all began about fourteen years ago 
when I traveled to the Big Island of Hawaii with my family. 
In preparation for the trip, I purchased a travel guide and 
began to read up on various places to visit while there. In my 
perusing, I read about a beach, Hawaii’s Papakōlea Beach, 
which is one of only four green sand beaches in the world. 
This beach was formed by an ancient cinder cone volcano that 
encloses the semicircular beach. Its sands are full of grains of 
the green mineral olivine. I knew our family had to go to see 
this special sight! After parking, we hiked two and a half miles 
one way to its remote location. But the payoff was significant! 
Truly, the scenery was out of this world! (See photo above.)

There was a time when I thought that sand was sand (if I ever 
thought about sand at all!). “Sand is nothing very special,” I 

“To see a World in a Grain of Sand
And a Heaven in a Wild Flower,

Hold Infinity in the palm of your hand
And Eternity in an hour.”

Excerpt from "Auguries of Innocence"
William Blake

“Man was created to be a spectator of 
this formed world, and [his] eyes were 
given to him, that he might, by looking 

on so beautiful a picture, 
be led up to the Author himself.”
John Calvin, Commentary on Romans

To See a World in a Grain of Sand
By Carol Andrews 

Lower School Science Teacher

C
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thought. It turns out nothing could be further from the truth! 
Sand is the broken down pieces of rock from a given area. 
Eroding from the parent rock hundreds of miles from a beach, 
it washes down, constantly breaking down along the way. 
Usually it is transported by rivers and streams and is thrown 
up onto the shore of beaches. Rocks of the earth vary widely. 
And, therefore, sand on the beaches of the earth vary widely, 
too!

I now have a collection of sixty samples of beach or river sand 
from five continents of the world. Many family members, 
friends, and students have made significant contributions to 
the collection from their travels. There are black sands, golden 
sands, pure white sands, pink sands, red sands, magnetic 
sands, green sands, and even one purple sand in my collection. 

This amazing collection of sands (pictured on right) assists the 
students at Geneva in their understanding of the wondrous 
earth upon which we live. A grain of sand has a tale to tell! 
Plate tectonics, volcanism, weathering, erosion, mineralogy, 
sedimentation, microscopy, and chemistry are all part of the 
unit in The Geneva School’s earth science curriculum for the 
sixth grade. The students observe various sand samples under a 
microscope, determining their traits. What mineral composition 
does it have? Biotic or abiotic sand? Rounded grains? Angular 
grains? Well-sorted or poorly sorted samples? Is the specimen 
magnetic? Vocabulary is built. Observation skills are developed. 
Writing skills are utilized. Most importantly, genuine gratitude 
and admiration for God’s wondrous creation begins to flourish in 
the hearts and minds of these young people.

A few years ago, my pastor’s wife, Connie Kirk, presented a talk 
at a women’s retreat, entitled “Redeeming Beauty.” She said, 
“The Scriptures teach us that the beauty of the physical world 
is something we should attend to, look at, listen to, and receive. 
Why? Because the physical world was created from the nature of 
God, with the intention of revealing himself, and for that reason 
it is good and beautiful. It is full of intrinsic meaning, and we can 
take true delight in it and strength from it.”

All of us, including the students we are teaching at The Geneva 
School, are material beings. We are meant to understand the 
world in a sensory way. After all, in Scripture’s revelation of the 
person of Jesus, the Holy Spirit-inspired writers use metaphors 
from the material world to explain him. He is called the light of 
the world (John 8:12), the living water (John 4:10), the bright 
and morning star (Rev 22:16), and the true vine (John 15:1). 

The Lord has built meaning into the structure of creation 
because he made it out of his nature. I’ve seen it time and time 
again. When our children are exposed to the many parts of our 

Geneva's world-wide sand collection

Creator’s glorious works, they are moved, inspired and stirred 
by it. Our Christian brother John Calvin understood this well. 
He wrote, “After the world was created, man was placed in it 
as in a theatre, that he, beholding above him and beneath the 
wonderful works of God, might reverently adore their Author.” 

I believe the study of science, which is, in effect, the study of 
creation, becomes the inspirational springboard to a reverence 
and appreciation of God himself. It is my prayer that our 
students at The Geneva School are experiencing this in our 
science classrooms.  

So the next time you are standing on a majestic shore, I hope 
you see a world in a grain of sand!  
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For over thirty years, the 
AP Art and Photography 

classes have consisted of a 
three-part portfolio.

• The first part of the portfolio consisted of twelve “breadth“ 
pieces, which showed a variety of skills, materials usage, 

and subject matter to demonstrate a high level of skill in a 
variety of areas.

• The second part was twelve “concentration” pieces, all 
focusing on one central idea demonstrating growth in 

thought and skill as the year progressed.

• The third part comprised “quality” pieces, which were five 
pieces actually mailed in to the AP Board for close study.

The exam was almost completely visual, with very little writing 
involved.

ABIGAIL CLARK
AP Drawing

ArtArt
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Last year, the AP Art class/exam took a drastic turn in concept, 
workload, and expectations. Students were given the task of 

creating and writing about fifteen original pieces of art around 
one central idea, referred to as a Sustained Investigation. 

It may sound like less work, but for most students it is a far 
greater challenge. They have to write a cohesive statement that 

continues the central thread over a sustained amount of time 
to support their Sustained Investigation.

LAURA BRAVO
AP Drawing
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To add to the stress of new expectations due to COVID, the students had to navigate the last two months of 
this class working remotely. Accessibility to materials was a big challenge, as well as sufficient study space 
and dedicated time to complete portfolios in an isolated environment. Yet both of our AP Art students not 

only succeeded, they excelled, with top marks of a “5” for both Abigail Clark and Laura Bravo.
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AP Photography had the same drastic 
change with their final AP 2D Studio 

Art portfolio. Since March was the final 
time they were together as a class, 

the photography students needed to 
complete their portfolios from home. 

Working with a new College Board 
online application that was unfamiliar to 
both students and teachers alike during 

a pandemic was like pulling manatees 
through quicksand! To make matters 

worse, the AP College Board online help 
desk was also closed due to COVID. 
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Creating concise paragraphs 
explaining the student’s 
Sustained Investigation 

process and developing 
their work to convey their 

experimentation was 
stressful for everyone. The 

photography was the easier 
part for all the photography 
students; however, they all 

rallied their good writing 
skills and completed the 

writing part of the portfolio. 
In addition, a pre-COVID 

field trip to North Carolina in 
January really paid dividends 

and allowed the students 
to experiment and explore 

within their Sustained 
Investigations for their 

photography portfolios. 

The students' photography 
was amazing. In July, the 

AP scores came back. The 
mean score for Geneva’s 

AP Photography class was 
4.57 (four 5s and three 4s). 

The Florida mean score was 
3.33, and the global mean 
score was 3.49. At TGS, AP 

Photography stands for 
Awesome Photographers!
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n September 3, sixth grade students participated in their                
TEAM field trip that focuses on building character in 
these four areas. While at the upper school campus, they 

spent the day working hard with the staff from Ties That Bind 
on activities that challenged and grew them individually and 
as a class. Together they learned how to work as a team while 
building trust, building esteem of their classmates, reassuring 
one another, and motivating each other with kind words.  

Community is such a beautiful part of who we are at Geneva. 
Strong communities exist when we know how to love our 
neighbors well, and that is especially true for our student 
community. Our sixth graders are at an age where they are 
beginning to listen to and give preference to others as an act of 
caring. We want our classrooms to be a place where students 
can freely participate in class and even on the recess field 
without the unnecessary burden of judgement by peers.  

TEAM was all about intentionally teaching students how to be 
the hands and feet of Jesus to each other, instead of defaulting 
to a typical middle school mindset of serving as judge and jury. 
The former mindset will always build up, and the latter mindset 
will inevitably break things down.

TrusTworThy. EsTEEm. AssurAncE. moTivATion.
These four words together create the acrostic: TEAM.

Here are some of the activities that the students participated in, 
as named by them:

• Burnball—like kickball, but instead of getting out, you get 
“burned” and have to go to first base.

• The Cube Challenge—like a video game where you do a 
series of challenges and then graduate to more difficult 
levels or tasks.

• The Grid Challenge—students answered trivia questions 
and then had the opportunity to attempt to cross a grid.

• The Stepping Stone (or Brick) Challenge—students had to 
get from one side to another with a series of strategically 
placed stones or “bricks” that could “disappear” if you 
made a misstep.

• The Dodo Bird Challenge—students held half pipes in a 
series to allow a “Dodo bird egg,” otherwise known as a golf 
ball, to roll to the end and land in a cup.

• The Find a Number/Circle Game—there was a circle and 
inside were tiny circles that were numbered. They worked 
together to assign numbers and take turns touching the 
numbers in numerical order.

o



19

mArgArET PAnzEllA’s rEflEcTion I think the purpose of our 
TEAM field trip was to help us build teamwork characteristics 
and qualities. Working together is something everyone must do 
in life, and learning someone’s strengths and weaknesses is a 
great help when working in a team.

Of all the activities, I found the Dodo Bird Challenge to be 
the most challenging. It was really hard for everyone to keep 
the Dodo egg rolling slowly and for us not to tip our pipe and 
to aim the last pipe at the cup. Each team member had 
to concentrate on multiple tasks while trying to get the 
ball into the cup.

The challenge that was a real struggle for my group was 
the Find a Number/Circle game. This activity was a struggle 
because my group was rather lacking in the listening and 
communication skillset! In the end, my group got stuck and 
we did not quite work it out. People had good ideas, but 
we weren’t too good at listening to each other.

The activity that my team succeeded in was the Cube 
Challenge. What made it a success was the fact that we 
were listening to each other and trying everyone’s idea if 
necessary. 

One thing I learned about myself is that I like to lead. One thing 
I learned about my classmates is that everyone wants a turn to 
speak and has good ideas. In conclusion, a good leader must 
listen to be able to lead well.

JudAh JAin’s rEflEcTion The purpose of the field trip was to build 
teamwork skills. That means to trust, to build esteem, to build 
assurance, and build motivation in each other.

The Find a Number/Circle activity was the most challenging for 
my group. Each person had to touch a number at least once. 
When we assigned numbers, people didn’t remember their 
number and kept moving in their line. When we reassigned 
numbers they got different numbers and were totally confused. 
We got very close to finishing, but we had to stop and move on 
to a different challenge. I felt aggravated because my ideas were 
not carried out as easily as I had thought.

We succeeded in the Dodo Bird Challenge because we 
communicated well and had the same goal. Because we 
understood each other, we got it on the second try. However, 
when we tried it again, it took multiple tries.

One thing that I learned about myself is that I am easily aggravated 
by other people’s misconceptions and that my classmates don’t 
find me as understandable as I think myself to be. 
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id you know that the track facility at Geneva is the 
training ground for some of the world’s fastest humans? 
Through an agreement with our athletic department, 

Tony Ross and Gary Evans use our track facility to train elite 
athletes who are Olympic hopefuls. COVID-19 has postponed 
the Olympics and derailed those dreams for a year, but the 
athletes that are training on our track most weekday 
mornings will be in Tokyo next July vying for 
Olympic glory.

Tony Ross, owner and CEO of the brand 
World’s Fastest Humans, is the son of former 
coaching great Wilbur Ross. Wilbur Ross 
coached some of the best track athletes in 
history such as Renaldo Nehemiah, Willie 
Gault, Carl Lewis, and Michael Johnson. Tony 
grew up rubbing elbows and swapping stories 
with the world’s fastest humans which is why he 
decided on that moniker as the name for his apparel brand. 
Tony isn’t merely the owner of a clothing company; in the 
tradition of his father, he is also one of a small number of elite 
coaches who train the best sprinters and hurdlers in the world. 

Tony went to high school in southern New Jersey at Eastern 
High School and was third in the state in the 400m hurdles. He 
then went to The University of Turabo in Puerto Rico where he 

World Class Track and Field at

The Geneva School
By Peter Vande Brake

Director of the Upper School

competed in the Pan American Games as a freshman and 
was fourth in the 110m hurdles. He ran on a 4x100m relay 
team at the games that posted a blazing time in the vicinity 
of 39 seconds and was on the shuttle hurdle relay team that 
placed third at the Penn Relays (the oldest and largest track 

and field competition in the US). His University of Turabo 
teammate Tony Dees was the silver medalist in 

the 110m hurdles at the Olympic Games in 
Barcelona in 1992. 

Currently, Tony has three athletes 
contracted to run for his company and 
outfitted in his apparel. All three of his 
athletes run for the Puerto Rico national 

team. Jasmine Comacho-Quinn is a 100m 
hurdler and a graduate of the University of 

Kentucky. She is the former NCAA Division 1 
hurdle champion and had the fastest time in the 

world in 2018. Gabby Scott is a graduate of the University 
of Colorado and was the runner-up in the finals of the 400m 
hurdles at the NCAA Division 1 national meet. Grace Claxton 
is a graduate of Albany State University in New York, and she 
runs the 400m hurdles. She was a semifinalist in the 400m 
hurdles at the Olympic Games in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Tony 
has also worked with D’Asia Duncan, a seventh grade student 
at Geneva this year who is the top hurdler and pentathlete in 
the nation in her age group. 

D’Asia Duncan, a seventh 
grade student at Geneva this 
year, is the top hurdler and 
pentathlete in the nation in      

her age group. 

D
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Tony Ross’ friend and colleague Gary Evans specializes in 
coaching the 400m dash. He is coaching the 2019 world 
champion 400m runner Steven Gardiner, who runs for the 
Bahamian national team and has run the sixth fastest 400m time 
in history (43.48). Gardiner’s training partner from Trinidad and 
Tobago, Asa Guevara (graduate of UTEP), ran on the 4x400m 
team that placed fifth at the 2019 World Championships. 
Evans also coaches Jessica Beard, formerly the NCAA Division 
1 national champion in the 400m dash from Texas A&M. She 
is also a member of the USA 4x400m national team. He is also 
coaching Tamari Davis, a Central Florida 100m and 200m runner 
who signed a pro contract with Adidas during her junior year of 
high school after running one of the fastest times in the world in 
2018. 

Florida is a track and field hotbed for Olympic sprinters and 
hurdlers. Nike and Adidas have their contracted athletes 
training with coaches in the Orlando area while the Puma 
athletes train in Miami. At The Geneva School in Casselberry, 
we have some of the fastest runners in the world training on 
our track under the tutelage of a couple of the best coaches in 
the world. 

TO
N

Y 
RO

SS
EL

IT
E 

TR
AC

K 
CO

AC
H JASMINE COMACHO-QUINN 

University of Kentucky
100m Hurdler

NCAA DIVISION I NATIONAL CHAMPION

GRACE CLAXTON
Albany State University (NY)
400m Hurdler
OLYMPIAN 

GABBY SCOTT
University of Colorado

400m Hurdler
NCAA DIVISION I NATIONAL RUNNER-UP
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These are just a few lines of a moving, stirring piece, the 
reflections of a man who loses the home he loves. The images 
sum up what I loved best about the work taking place at 
TGS. There was something warm and wonderful there in the 
classroom, centered around the Scriptures and fueled by the 
shared love of Christ. Music brought so much life and love 
through singing, dancing, and listening to music. And the 
parents and faculty were lovely people, several becoming 
lifelong friends. There was a sweet fellowship to be found 
at community events. TGS, often called “a singing 
school,” really was that “palace in the wild.”

I suppose some might take umbrage at 
my referring to Central Florida as “wild.” 
Having grown up in Florida and lived 
to tell about it, I join Marjorie Kinnan 
Rawlings, author of The Yearling, 
in delighting in the land and its 
inhabitants. I consider myself lucky to 
have survived the various poisonous 
snakes encountered in my childhood.
(What is it about water moccasins? One 
actually fell off a tree branch and into my 
canoe as I paddled the Itchetucknee River! 
It didn’t like the hot metal and began dancing 
around trying to escape. I helped him overboard 
with my paddle, and you should have heard the little 
girls ahead of me scream as that snake went flying overhead 

What drew me back to central Florida and The Geneva 
School? As I sit down to write about that, the words 
of "Whither Must I Wander" from Songs of Travel by 
Ralph Vaughan Williams fill my thoughts:

Home was home then, my dear, full of kindly faces,
Home was home then, my dear, happy for the child.
Fire and the windows bright glittered on the moorland;
Song, tuneful song, built a palace in the wild.

I do not understand how anyone can live without some small 

place of enchantment to return to.

Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings

HomeCOMING

By Mary Chris Rowe, Fourth Grade Teacher

and into the water.) My twin sister and I were even chased by 
a small alligator! I love this beautiful state, from its mossy trees 
to its beautiful beaches, and Winter Park is at the top of my list: 
touring the Morse museum and praying in the chapel there, 
wandering around the Farmers' Market on a Saturday morning, 
sitting with a friend in the rose garden on Park Avenue, or 
attending the Christmas tree lighting in the park. Who wouldn’t 
want to return to a place that brings such pleasure to the eye 
and the heart? 

So now that I have returned, what are my hopes and 
aspirations? In returning to TGS and Central Florida, I count 
it a real privilege to be back among the people and places I 
love. It is so good to work with people who come alongside 

families to help students love beauty, think deeply, and 
pursue Christ’s calling. Professionally, my goal is 

to model the joy of Jesus for my students, 
help them enjoy music, and have fun as 

they learn. Along the way, I’m looking 
forward to befriending new colleagues 
and parents. Personally, I’d like to get 
beyond the dreaming and planning 
and drawing maps and making 
lists stage of writing a book set in 
Winter Park. Another goal is to serve 
as a group leader with Bible Study 

Fellowship and support women in the 
community as they study the book of 

Genesis. I’ve also started a game club for 
TGS students, and I’d love to see that foster 

deeper friendships and critical thinking skills 
among our students. There is so much joy and adventure 

to be had in this life! How about we find it together? 

Listen to "Whither Must I Wander" 
sometime and let it stir up images 

of home. Look for a version sung by            
Bryn Terfel or John Tomlinson. 

If you’ve never read Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings, 
you might try The Yearling or South Moon 

Under for a taste of old Florida and a better 
idea of the upbringing I had playing in 
the woods and creeks of our home in  

North Florida.
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am very happy and grateful to have the opportunity to 
come back to The Geneva School. I taught here from 2016 
to 2018. The path that led me away, and has now brought 

me back, has been an interesting one, to say the least, and 
demonstrates the oft-quoted but never cliché truism: God 
works in mysterious ways. 

I left to explore an opportunity that was presented to me at 
a small college in Idaho. I’ll never forget driving across the 
country in our CR-V, with a wife seven months pregnant, 
in some pretty nasty June heat. I had accepted this offer 
and agreed to make the huge move because it held out the 
prospect of being able to contribute to the growth of God’s 
kingdom and to benefit his church, to whatever small degree I 
might be capable of doing so. 

A little background: I teach Greek and Latin. These two 
languages are languages I am, and have been, deeply 
passionate about for decades. The first day of college, I 
declared my major to be classics, and I didn’t stop pursuing that 
subject until I had earned my PhD in the field. 

The reason for the passion borders on another cliché: I 
do believe that studying the Greek and Latin heritage is 
meaningful. It’s meaningful for our society, it’s meaningful for 
God’s people, it’s meaningful for the individual. Christianity is 
perhaps the only religion where a plea to read our holy book in 
its original languages has to be made so often to people who 
base their lives on that book. The church needs girls and boys, 
men and women who know these languages. And so I want to 
do what I can so that other people are blessed through these 
languages in the same way I have been. 

That’s my motivation. It was my motivation in moving my 
family across the country to Idaho, and it was my motivation in 
coming back to Geneva. Why God didn’t keep me here longer 
or there longer, I cannot say. He works in mysterious ways. And 
in gracious ways. It was hard to leave Geneva, and I greatly 
missed the camaraderie of my colleagues, the enthusiasm and 
potential of the students, and the sincere desire on the part 
of both to use what Geneva has to offer to help shape the 
church into a body that is in alignment with the message of 
compassion and love we hear preached in the New Testament. 
And now I have the chance to be part of that again.

GOD WORKS IN

MysteriousMysterious
WAYS

By Joseph Tipton 
Latin and Greek Teacher

II
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The Geneva School Board of Governors has ultimate 
accountability for ensuring that the mission, vision, and 

values on which the school was founded are progressively 
fulfilled and realized in all areas of school life. The 
members of this board are responsible for hiring a 

suitably qualified head of school and empowering him (or 
her) to direct the operation of the school in accordance 

with these founding principles. Working primarily through 
its constituent committees, it also oversees corporate 

governance and finances and provides 
leadership for major projects that 

support the school vision.

Information on all the board 
members can be found on the 

school website at

genevaschool.org/
governance

The Geneva School Board of Governors is 
pleased to introduce Stan Kinnett. Stan was 
officially welcomed as a new board member on 
September 8, 2020.

As general counsel and executive vice president for 
AssuredPartners, Stan works with two of the world’s largest 
and most sophisticated private equity firms to execute on 
a leveraged acquisition strategy in the insurance-brokerage 
space. Stan was part of the five-person team that founded 
AssuredPartners in 2011 and has been instrumental in building 
the company to one of the fifteen largest and fastest-growing 
insurance brokers in the world, with over two hundred offices 
in the US and UK. Stan also leads the twenty-person legal 
department that he has recruited and developed since 2011. 
He has been a corporate and transactional attorney since 2005, 
after receiving his BA in International Relations & Global Affairs, 
with honors, from Eckerd College and his JD, with honors, from 
Stetson University College of Law.

Stan and his wife, Erin, met in Spanish class during their junior 
year of high school, shortly after Stan moved to Ohio from New 
Delhi, India. Erin and Stan have five children—Gabriella (“Ella,” 
TGS Class of 2024), Naomi (TGS Class of 2026), Stanley (TGS 

Jim Bruce
Dale Burket
John Classe

Gordon Cloke
Cheree Foreman
James Hendrix

Christine Johnson
Stan Kinnett

Elise Maynard
John Riley

Dayle Seneff
Jeff Shafer

Noah Talesnick
Larry Zirbel

Class of 2028), Mable (TGS Class of 2030) and Irene (TGS Class 
of 2033)—and have loved being actively engaged in the Geneva 
community since 2016. Stan is an avid amateur golfer and loves 
to travel with his family. The Kinnett family lives in Winter Park, 
and they are covenant members at NewCity PCA in Orlando.

The Geneva School 
Board of Governors 2020–2021
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The Geneva difference is its combination of faculty, community, 
and curriculum. I first learned of Geneva in Oxford, England. 

After relocating to Orlando, my family became better 
acquainted with Geneva, and it only took one visit for us to 

begin the enrollment process. In these uncertain times, I have 
been impressed by the ways in which the leadership has 
cautiously led our community through the reopening 

process. While some of the Geneva difference can be 
delivered over the internet, the in-person experience 

remains unrivaled. 
- Nicholas Reid, dad of four children in first–tenth grade

There are many continuing and upcoming opportunities for you to connect in community with other Geneva School parents 
including grade-level Moms Coffees and Parents Knight Out events, and Moms in Prayer and Fathers Watch.

CONNECTING IN THE GENEVA COMMUNITY
Our family is THRILLED to be back on campus for school. If 

there’s one thing (there’s definitely more than one!) our family 
has taken from the COVID-19 experience, it’s that God 
created us to be in community. We have a heightened 

admiration for The Geneva School and the people who make 
it a slice of heaven on earth. It’s that taste of heaven that 

our hearts ached for during the shutdown—a teacher’s 
hug, laughter amongst buddies on the playground, the 

intentional spiritual formation gracefully woven into 
everyday activities. A screen can never replace the 

personal touch, literally and figuratively, The Geneva 
School cultivates. 

- Rebekah Coffman, mom of a kindergartner

The Geneva community 
is much like a tapestry 

with each family bringing unique 
color and texture to the pattern. 

Together we weave a beautiful design ...

ONE THAT CARES FOR ONE ANOTHER, 
GROWS WITH ONE ANOTHER, AND

DOES LIFE WITH ONE ANOTHER.
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f you are old enough, you remember an old 
television serial where each episode had the 
hero riding into town, saving the day on his 

white horse, and then riding off into the distance with 
that inimitable line, “Hi-Yo Silver, awaaaaay!” And the 
people were left saying to one another, “Who was that 
masked man”? The Lone Ranger’s identity remained a 
mystery behind the mask (as did Batman’s and other 
fictional characters as well of course).

And in recent days, as I wore a bandana mask into my 
bank, it took great restraint (and honestly, a desire not 
to be handcuffed and locked up!) not to say to the teller, 
“Stick ‘em up!”

Imago Dei 
Prior to this past spring, masks communicated at least 
these two things we see from these examples: someone 
who seeks to be a mystery-person by concealing their 
face, and someone who presents a clear threat to our 
safety and wellbeing. So much of who we are and how we 
communicate takes place in that rather small 4- or 5-inch 
space between the bridge of our nose and the bottom of 
our chin. 

Have you noticed how your experience in the grocery 
store has changed? “Strangers” whom we might normally 
greet with a smile are no longer met with a greeting 
… much less a smile (at least as far as I can tell). Now I 
readily admit that some people actually possess a gift 
for smiling with their eyes, but it is a rare gift indeed. 
Most of us desperately need those other 4–5 inches to 
communicate, identify, and relate appropriately to one 
another.

Just as I reminded students last spring that seeing each 
other on Zoom was not the same as being together with 
one another, so now I remind students this fall that masks 
severely inhibit our fully relating to one another. It shows 
us one of the mysteries of God creating us imago Dei, 
that is “in his image.”

In Old Testament Survey recently, seventh grade students 
have been learning about our having been created 
imago Dei and what that means. We reflect God’s image 
not only by thinking, communicating, creating, and 
exercising dominion over creation; we also reflect God’s 
image in our very being, including to a huge extent how 
we express ourselves through body language and facial 
expressions as simple as a smile.

Masks
I

&&
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It may be important to note that in ancient Greek, 
the word we use for “face” became synonymous with 
“person.” Thus, for example in the thespian world, 
people can take on a new persona via a mask or makeup. 
They can turn into someone else since their face is now 
changed and unfamiliar. In this way, a mask can actually 
free someone to assume a different personality, to act in 
a different manner. 

I remember in my Young Life days, a common part of 
a week at camp was an evening when everyone would 
dress up for some new and different theme like a circus. 
This was a careful strategy to allow young people to “get 
out of themselves,” to find some freedom to be someone 
else for an evening, to break away from their “normal” 
self and try something new. The idea was that many kids 
were hearing something outrageous (the Good News 
of Jesus) for the first time, and maybe this could be the 
beginning of a new self for them.

Paul speaks a lot about “putting off the old” and “putting 
on the new” when we become new creations in Christ. 
In his letters to the Corinthian church, he reminds people 
of the time when Moses wore a veil over his face to keep 
people from seeing the refulgent glory reflecting from his 
face having been in God’s presence. But Paul then takes it 
a step further saying that Moses kept this mask on longer 
since that glory was fading, and perhaps Moses didn’t 
want the people of Israel to see him in his old self. Then 
Paul makes the application to us all saying, “But when 
one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed. Now the Lord 
is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 
freedom. And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the 
glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same 
image from one degree of glory to another. For this 
comes from the Lord who is the Spirit” (2 Cor. 3:16–18).

Do you see it? The goal as followers of Jesus is an 
authentic transparency. We long to see the Lord and one 
another without the interference of masks. We long to 
“take off” the false and reveal the true self. 

But that can be a most intimidating prospect, can’t it? We 
live in these Shadowlands (as Lewis called this life) where 
masks are too often the way we live—now more than 
ever. But we still look forward to that time Paul speaks 
of when he says, “For now we see in a mirror dimly, but 
then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know 
fully, even as I have been fully known” (1 Cor. 13:12).
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So, in the meantime, we wear masks. We even try to 
accessorize our masks with logos or team symbols, to 
have some fun while we must cover up this crucial aspect 
of ourselves. But how I long, as I believe we all do, for the 
time when we can lose the mask, see one another more 
fully, smile with abandon, and even to embrace once 
more.

May God give us grace, perseverance, and much patience 
with one another and with our unknown neighbors as 
we wait for that time. And may God teach us just a bit 
about how important it will be to live unmasked with one 
another. I know we won’t take that blessing for granted in 
the future.

“But when one turns to the Lord, the veil 
is removed. Now the Lord is the Spirit, 

and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there 
is freedom. And we all, with unveiled face, 
beholding the glory of the Lord, are being 

transformed into the same image from one 
degree of glory to another. For this comes 

from the Lord who is the Spirit” 

2 Corinthians 3:16–18
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